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The institution we now know as Brigham Young University–Idaho 
began its legacy at the school’s dedication on November 12, 1888. 
On that day Jacob Spori, the man selected as the first principal, 
said, “The seeds we are planting today will grow and become 
mighty oaks, and their branches will run all over the earth.” 1 

This statement is remarkable considering the dire circumstances 
of the pioneer Saints who gathered around a modest log build-
ing on that frigid day well over a century ago.

Since that time the far-reaching influence of alumni has been 
made possible through the diligence of thousands of dedicated 
students, consecrated employees, and devoted friends. This ful-
fillment of Jacob Spori’s prophecy is the legacy of BYU–Idaho. 

Guided by prophetic vision, and with the support of those who 
believe in the tremendous influence of its graduates, the univer-
sity fulfills its institutional mission to prepare young men and 
women for the marvelous work the Lord has in store for them. 

BYU–Idaho has developed generations of young people to be 
successful in the world and to be leaders in building the king-
dom of God. These students must continue to be educated, 
developed, and prepared better than ever before to be an influ-
ence for good wherever they serve. 

1 David L. Crowder, The Spirit of Ricks (Rexburg, Idaho: Ricks College, 1997), 3–4.

The Legacy of BYU–Idaho 
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The Lord wants BYU–Idaho to be a light unto the world: a place 
that exemplifies Him in its work and in its spirit in everything it 
does. The great mandate for everyone associated with the uni-
versity is to let His light—and their light—shine so that others 
may come unto Him, feel Him, and see Him among us.

To help accomplish this, two companion principles are deeply 
rooted in BYU–Idaho’s mission. The first principle is disciple-
ship. The university’s purpose is to educate, develop, and prepare 
disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The second principle is leadership—leadership with a small  l. 
The Savior is the Great Exemplar of a leader who serves, min-
isters, loves, supports, and blesses others. Such leaders are 
needed in every part of every kind of organization in society 
today. 

As disciple-leaders, BYU–Idaho students will go on to serve righ-
teously in their homes, in the Church, and in the world around 
them. 

President David A. Bednar said, “Let me suggest that in Rexburg, 
Idaho, we are in the process of creating not a missionary train-
ing center (MTC) but a Disciple Preparation Center—a DPC. In 
this special and sacred and set-apart place, you and I have access 
to unparalleled spiritual resources that can assist us in develop-
ing and deepening our devotion as disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”2

2“ Brigham Young University–Idaho: A Disciple Preparation Center (DPC),” 
BYU–Idaho devotional, August 31, 2004.

Preparing Disciple-Leaders in Zion 
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The BYU–Idaho Legacy Society 
perpetuates student preparation 

as disciple-leaders in their homes,                 
in the Church, and in the world  
around them.
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It is not unusual for someone on campus to acknowledge 
that there is something different—something special—about 
Brigham Young University–Idaho. From its days as Ricks 
College, this institution has had a familiar and comfortable feel-
ing referred to as the “Spirit of Ricks.” 

Elder David A. Bednar taught that what is often called the “Spirit 
of Ricks” is the ministry of the Holy Ghost and its attendant 
spiritual gifts.3 This spiritual manifestation brings tremendous 
blessings to students, employees, and friends of the university.

BYU–Idaho provides an appropriate setting in which  people 
enjoy the gifts of the Spirit described in the scriptures: 

 discernment; kindness; the ability to teach with power and 
authority; and the capacity to learn, love, and serve. These gifts 
are evident through classroom and casual interactions across 
campus as individuals work together for a shared and worthy 
purpose.

While so much is changing in the world, BYU–Idaho maintains 
an enduring legacy of teaching by the Spirit, learning by faith, 
and participating in righteous sociality. This unique environ-
ment enables discipleship preparation and leadership develop-
ment to flourish among those who attend the university. 

3 See Thomas E. Ricks Building dedication, February 18, 2005.

There’s Something Different About This Place 
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Giving connects us with those around us. It refines the giver 
while blessing the receiver. One who chooses to support an orga-
nization like BYU–Idaho usually does so to help young people. 
Some are surprised, however, that philanthropy—giving out of 
love for humankind—becomes a blessing in return as it fills the 
heart of the giver. 

Whether a gift is outright or deferred, all donations to BYU–Idaho 
bless the lives of students. Deferred gifts greatly benefit the uni-
versity because they allow the administrators and board of trust-
ees to more accurately plan for the future. These gifts also create a 
lasting legacy for the donor at BYU–Idaho. 

If you have decided to leave a portion of your estate to the uni-
versity, you have made a deferred gift and are a member of the 
BYU–Idaho Legacy Society. 

If you would like more information on deferred giving, profes-
sionals at the Planned Giving Office of the LDS Philanthropies 
Department can help. They will work with your financial and 
legal advisors to help you create a plan that meets your needs 
and blesses BYU–Idaho. Services of the Planned Giving Office 
are offered at no charge to you.

The Blessings of Gifts to BYU–Idaho



THE BYU—IDAHO LEGACY SO CIET Y 11



12 THE BYU—IDAHO LEGACY SO CIET Y

An Invitation to You
Membership in the BYU–Idaho Legacy Society is open to anyone who invests in the future of 
Brigham Young University–Idaho through a deferred gift. Members of the society regularly receive 
information on the progress of the university and are invited to an annual society event.

We invite you to join the Legacy Society. If you have already put in place a deferred gift arrange-
ment (such as a bequest in a will, trust, gift annuity, or life insurance policy) naming BYU–Idaho 
as a beneficiary, please contact the Planned Giving Office at LDS Philanthropies, a department of 
the Office of the Presiding Bishopric of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. If you are 
considering such a gift arrangement, please contact your LDS Philanthropies representative or the 
Planned Giving Office for more information.

LDS Philanthropies Department
Planned Giving Office
plannedgiving@ldschurch.org
1-800-525-8074
www.ldsp.org


